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necessarily entirely beneficial to the peasantry themselves.
They destroyed a condition to which the peasants may have
been accustomed, and thereafter may have put them into
surroundings to which they were ill adapted. Personal freedom
to the peasant meant freedom of movement and freedom of
contract; it may also have been accompanied by a grant either
of ownership of land, subject perhaps to a mortgage or other
charge, or of a tenancy regulated by contract. But to the newly
enfranchised man it might also mean that he had lost such
protection as he might have from ancient customs and com-
munal life. He might thus have found himself in a position in
which he was so weak that he became completely dominated
by the strong of other classes. The point may be further
explored. In some cases such as in large parts of Russia the
older communities appear to have been little changed at the
time of enfranchisement; in others like France the ultimate
result was a firmly established class of peasant proprietors. But
in large areas, the enfranchisement and reforms resulted
incidentally in the creation of a large class of landless workers,
who, as in the special case of England, lost their peasant sense,
became a pure proletariat, and were inclined to drift away
from the country-side to the towns, or to other countries.

Concurrently with the enfranchisement of the peasant and
the agrarian reforms that went with it came the establishment
of the lords as unqualified owners of land, with no responsibili-
ties legal or moral to the peasants; the emergence of the rich
peasants, who might also be dealers and money-lenders; the
degradation of the smaller men whose plots were liable to be
acquired by the landlords or richer peasants or reduced by
division as population increased. All these changes strengthened
the tendency towards increase in number of the landless men.

A new status was created, but it was not by any means an
ideal one.

(V) Of War, Armies, and Revolts.

The exact part that wars, the gathering of armies, and revolts
played in peasant life requires some consideration.